Ron Heacock is a storyteller.  In an uncommon way. For over twenty years, he has painted song pictures so stark, they can make you jump.  He holds up mirrors, so close, you gasp for the familiarity.  His approach to songwriting has always been through the back door.  It sneaks up on you and before you know it, you’re caught in his irresistible hold, gasping for air and begging for more.

A Nashville transplant, Heacock has performed as soloist, back-up singer, bandmate, guitarist and pianist.  He spent a portion of the 1990’s touring with folk-legend, Melanie.  Currently, playing such venues as Nashville’s world-renown Bluebird Café. His brainchild, The Sweating Angel was an innovation before its time; an internet magazine dedicated to passionate art, literature, poetry and music. Though it was slated go online in September, 1999 – the internet implosion knocked the project off track. He says, “Too bad I don’t have the time to devote to this concept anymore. My goal was to use the new model of the internet to give artists a place to market themselves without worrying about selling out. I guess it will just have to be midwife by someone else.”   Heacock defines passion as, “living in the ecstatic present.”   This is a deceptively simple concept, yet one that is intricately woven throughout his life as a musician and songwriter.

Beginning at age eight with piano lessons from a teacher who didn’t realize he was learning by ear, Heacock’s first tries at songwriting were conceived on a five-string banjo tuned like a guitar.  By fourteen, he had procured a flattop guitar and a vision of what he wanted to do with the rest of his life.  In high school, Heacock started a Latin percussion band, and became known for his stairwell serenades between classes.   He also dabbled in studio recording around this time, giving birth to yet another passion.  Since then, he has wracked up thousands of hours recording, producing and engineering extensively in both digital and analog formats.

Heacock’s CD, Out Of My Love, was released in 1996 by Of The Heart , Ltd. Records.   Viola Rubato, Focus Magazine, said, “It’s refreshing that singer songwriters like Ron Heacock still want to peel away at the varnish of human emotions…delivered in such a direct, heartfelt manner you almost feel like embracing him,”    For all the references to his beautiful, James Taylor-like tenor voice, his expert fingerpicking guitar style, his clarity of tone and tasteful arrangements, it is the heart of Heacock’s music that remains the centerpiece.  His vision is unique, his sincerity uncommon. Ron Heacock is an artist with purpose.  In 1994, his song, Voice of the Heart, received honors for Outstanding Achievement, Contemporary Folk Singer/Songwriter Category, from the Austin Songwriter’s Song Competition.  

In nearly two decades of performing, Heacock has played in some of the most prestigious venues in the country, including:

Iron Horse, Tarpon Springs, FL

Godfrey Daniel’s, Bethlehem, PA

Tin Angel, Philadelphia, PA

Minstrel Show, Morristown, NJ

Bluebird Cafe, Nashville TN

Cottonwood Cafe, New York, NY

Stamford Center

Hard Rock Café, Washington DC

Bodles Opera House, NY

The Tin Roof, Martha’s Vineyard

Winnipeg Folk Festival

As well, he has shared the stage with  the most respected performers in the world:

Janis Ian

Pete Seegar

Alan Ginsberg

Melanie

Livingston Taylor

Norman Blake

John Gorka

David Wilcox

Catie Curtis

Cosy Sheridan

Steve Gillette & Cindy Magsen

Tom Paxton

Roy Bookbinder

Martin Sexton

Ron Heacock maintains his passion by giving us valuable tools to live by through his music.  Since coming to Nashville in 1997, he has penned, rewritten and co-wrote nearly fifty songs.  This has not gone unnoticed by the local community as Ron takes part in worthy benefit events as performer, sound engineer and producer.  Along with his wife of 32 years, Karen Walasek (writer, artist, agrarian entrepreneur…) Heacock is making a difference.  In 2004 they co-founded HillHouse Writers (see the website www,hillhousewriters.com) A combination writers retreat and bed & Breakfast.

Through his example and his music, Ron Heacock is teaching the value of giving. Delivering creative passionate works to the word.
